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Governor General's Silver Medal 
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Psychology grad conducts research into effects of drugs 



By Donna Danylchuk 
When Jacqui Tutte arrived at 
U Vic two years ago as a college 
transfer student from the College 
of New Caledonia (CNC) in 
Prince George, she noticed the 
description of the Governor 
General’s Silver Medal in the 
UVic Calendar. 

“I thought, wow, wouldn’t 
that be great to win that. I never 


M 


Tutte 
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thought I could. I never told 
anybody I even thought about it. 
I’m amazed it all worked out.” 

With a grade point average of 
nine, Tutte was this year’s 
recipient of the medal for the 
graduating student with the 
highest marks in the Faculty of 
Arts and Science. Her honours 
thesis in psychology was 


concerned with the effects of 
Diazepam on recovery of 
function after brain damage. 
Under the supervision of Dr. 

Ron Skelton she conducted 
research indicating that when 
Diazepam (valium) is adminis¬ 
tered to rats with brain damage, 
their formation of new memories 
is adversely affected. 

On the day she was inter¬ 
viewed last week, Tutte was 
slightly homesick for her home 
on the farm in the Prince George 
region. “I kind of miss not being 
there today because they’re 
planting the cabbages in the 
field. It used to be my summer 
job. All the family helps.” 

But, usually Tutte is happy to 
be in Victoria. “I love UVic. And 
I love Victoria. I’m so glad I 
came here. And Ron Skelton and 
my fellow lab workers are great 
to work with.” 

This summer, Tutte is 
continuing her research in 
UVic’s psychology labs with the 
support of a Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research 
Council award. 

“I have a strong interest in 
drugs and their effects on 
learning and memory proc¬ 
esses,” she explains. 

Tutte wanted to investigate 
the effects of Diazepam because 
it is often administered to people 
to alleviate seizures and anxiety 
attacks after brain damage. She 
now intends to research the 
effects of Nimodipine, a rela¬ 
tively new drug, which is 
considered to be a cognitive 
enhancer which can help people 


with Alzheimers disease or age- 
related memory impairments. 

“Following strokes there is 
usually a period of amnesia. 
Nimodipine has been found to 
help attenuate this symptom,” 
she says. “Even following brain 
damage the recovery is often 
greater in animals that have been 
administered Nimodipine than in 
those that haven’t. So I want to 
investigate this with rats in our 
lab, to find out what effects 
Nimodipine has.” 

Tutte intends to return to 
UVic for graduate studies “but 
I’m taking a year off. I’m going 
to Norway next January and 
February. The Olympics are on 
then and I’m big on cross¬ 
country skiing.” 

To what does Tutte attribute 
her exceptional academic 
success? 

“I guess motivation, studying 
long hours... and no social life. 
My boyfriend, Kevin, was doing 
the same—we’ve been together 
since high school in Prince 
George,” she smiles. “Also, 
most of my friends are univer¬ 
sity students. One of my best 
friends here, Isabelle, was in the 
psych honours program.” 

Tutte is also happy about her 
experiences as a college transfer 
student who stayed home and 
attended CNC before moving to 
Victoria. “It’s my opinion that 
too many people go right to 
university after high school.!’m 
glad I had the opportunity to stay 
home for a few years and develop 
study habits before leaving. CNC 
was great. I knew everyone.” 


Another plus for this 21-year- 
old is her love of sports. She 
radiates enthusiasm talking 
about her personal favourites, 
canoeing and cross country 
skiing. She does triathalons and 
was in the national competitions 
for canoeing and cross country 
skiing in Prince George. In 
canoeing she got a second place 
medal for juniors under 20. “I 
love sports. I think it helps with 
school. It’s a good stress 
reliever. I go running often. And 
I just joined the canoe club,” she 
says. 

Tutte considered sports 
psychology as her field of study 
before deciding upon physi¬ 
ological psychology. “They are 
totally different fields. You can’t 
do both.” 

When her NSERC grant 
expires Tutte plans to visit 
Prince George where, she 
knows, jobs are scarce. “Last 
summer work was awful. I had 
three jobs and got laid off all of 
them. This year it’s even worse.” 
This will likely not affect Tutte 
directly, who plans, with 
Skelton, to publish her honours 
thesis this summer. “We have to 
do a few revisions and fix up a 
few loose ends.” 

During her year off formal 
studies Tutte will develop her 
research interests. She is going 
to Norway not only to see the 
Olympics but also to visit Per 
Andersen of Oslo, one of the 
world’s top researchers in the 
field of electrophysiology— 
which is closely related to the 
work Tutte is doing at UVic. 
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Maxwell Cameron Medal-Secondary 

Circuitous route to classroom taken by medalist 



Davis 


first trip to campus didn’t result 


By Patty Pitts 

This year’s winner of the 
Maxwell Cameron Medal- 
Secondary took a circuitous 
route to the head of the class. 
Craig Davis, now an art teacher 
at Dunsmuir Junior Secondary 
School, first considered complet¬ 
ing his BEd at UVic in 1975, 
but, for a variety of reasons, his 


in enrolment. 

Possessing a BFA from Sir 
George Williams University 
(now Concordia) and several 
years experience as a furniture 
manufacturer, Davis, his wife 
and young daughter had arrived 
in Victoria after leaving the 


political uncertainty of pre- 
referendum Quebec. His busi¬ 
ness experience resulted in a 
series of positions as a business 
development officer with several 
banking institutions. After 
repeatedly contacting stockbro¬ 
kers to encourage their clients to 
invest in his employer’s hold¬ 
ings, Davis decided to become a 
stockbroker himself. 

“I was a stock and commodi¬ 
ties broker for 10 years and that 
business went through a very 
nasty cycle,” says Davis, 
remembering the voracious 
mood of the securities industry 
in the 80s. “I began to 
prayerfully reflect on my 
circumstance and realized that 
nothing was going to change 
until I walked away.” 

For the next year Davis’s 
work ranged from framing 
houses to graphic design until 
his parents brought his attention 
to predictions of a teacher 
shortage. 

“It was like a light going on,” 
he says now. “I came up to UVic 


and every door that had been 
figuratively closed before was 
now open. I did intersession in 
1989 and was accepted into the 
post-degree professional program 
that September.” 

He started substitute teaching 
in 1990 and was offered his 
current position at Dunsmuir at 
the end of that year. He teaches 
art to grades 8, 9 and 10. 

“I love it. I absolutely believe 
that I’m doing what I’ve been 
called to do,” enthuses Davis. “I 
like to see individuality. I want to 
see discovery. That’s what the 
excitement of the process is all 
about—giving students owner¬ 
ship of what they’ve created.” 

Davis, currently working on 
his MEd in art education, isn’t the 
only member of his family to 
graduate from UVic. His wife, 
Wendy, received her bachelor of 
arts degree in sociology last fall 
(when her husband graduated) 
and is currently completing a 
bachelor of social work degree. 
Their daughter, Tiffany, is in 
second year primary education. 


M axwell Cameeqk Medal-Elementary 

Preference for working with people took 
small business owner into teaching 



Dods 


By Donna Danylchuk 

When she was the owner of a 
store on Fort Street which 
specialized in philatelic (stamp) 
materials, Vicki Dods “learned a 
lot, but it was kind of lonely.” 

This year’s winner of the 
Maxwell Cameron Medal- 
Elementary bought the store, 
when she was 20 years old, from 
a friend of her father’s, who was 
retiring. She saw it as “a good 
opportunity to try my hand at 
small business ownership.” 

Asked about her decision to 
run a small business at a young 
age, Dods acknowledges that, “I 
think a lot of people were 
surprised. But, I think that’s a 
good time to do it—when you 
don’t know your own 
fallibilities yet.” 
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She found that not many 
people came into a store special¬ 
izing in stamps, and, “I prefer to 
do something dealing with more 
people.” But Dods also found 
that when she was helping 
children in the store she enjoyed 
herself. In order to develop this 
interest she began volunteering 
at Strawberry Vale preschool. 

She soon sold the philatelic 
store and started working in 
other stores specializing in coins 
and stamps. The market was 
dynamic, always changing as 
people’s interests change, she 
found. But, Dods’ interest 
continued to turn towards 
working with children. 

As a mature student Dods, 
now 33, came to UVic in 1988. 
She took her first year in Arts 
and Science and continued in 
Education to complete the five- 
year education degree. “My 
intention was always to become 
a teacher,” she explains. 


Of her five years at UVic as a 
student preparing to teach she 
says, “I’ve loved it. I’ve enjoyed 
the courses, assignments, the 
people I’ve met. It’s been 
wonderful!” 

Winning the Maxwell 
Cameron Medal was not a 
complete surprise to Dods 


Quote 

“The small print 
giveth 

and the large print 
taketh away. ” 

—Tom Waits 


because, she acknowledges, “I 
have had my eye on it for a 
couple of years now. I thought 
‘wouldn’t it be great to win.’ ” 

Now that she has won the 
award for the top student in 
elementary education graduating 
this year she is beginning to look 
for a teaching job for the coming 
year. Because her husband, 

Andy, is here in the midst of 
completing his education degree, 
“it would be nice to stay in 
Victoria,” she admits. But, 
“teaching jobs seem scarce,” and 
Dods is prepared to teach else¬ 
where in the province if the job 
situation demands. She grew up 
in Coquitlam and in 1976 moved 
to Victoria and attended Vic High 
for grade 12. 

Talking about the possibility 
that her first full-time teaching 
job may take her elsewhere, she 
says, “I don’t really have a 
preference where, but I think I 
like smaller communities better.” 
For the summer she and Andy 
have moved into the neighbour¬ 
hood of James Bay in Victoria 
where they are undertaking the 
management of a small apartment 
building. 

What Dods likes about 
teaching is that “I really like the 
children,” and the fact that 
“teachers can be as creative as 
they want. You may take the 
curriculum and present it as 
creatively as you want.” 

“I like teaching, and learn¬ 
ing,” she emphasizes. 

As for not yet knowing where her 
chosen vocation may take her 
next year, she is adaptable. In 
fact, “It’s kind of exciting, not 
knowing,” she has decided. 


PSA votes 
for 600 per 
cent fee 
increase 

The president was re-elected by 
acclamation, a new executive 
was elected, and a membership 
fee increase of 600 per cent was 
moved and approved at the 
annual general meeting of the 
University of Victoria Staff 
Association (PSA) on May 26. 

“This is a major step in the 
development of the association,” 
says PSA president Kim 
McGowan referring to the fee 
increase. 

The PSA is made up of 170 
members out of a possible 
eligible membership of about 
300 administrative and profes¬ 
sional, exempt, and continuing 
specialist instructional staff at 
the University. Membership in 
the PSA is voluntary. 

Approximately 40 PSA 
members were present at the 
meeting which voted in favour 
of fees increasing from $12 
annually to $6 monthly. 

A fee increase to $4 monthly 
was requested in the 1993-94 
budget put before the meeting by 
the PSA executive for approval. 
The motion to increase the fees 
to $6 monthly came from a 
member on the floor who 
suggested such an increase 
would help the association carry 
out its business. 

The new executive includes 
President McGowan (acclaimed) 
of Computing & Systems 
Services, Vice President Jennifer 
Margison of Student & Ancillary 
Services, Treasurer Mary Anne 
Gotaas (acclaimed) of Account¬ 
ing, and Secretary Don Jones 
(acclaimed) of Development and 
External Relations. The directors 
for 1993-94 are Peggy Faulds of 
University Extension, Linda 
Furney of the School of Busi¬ 
ness, Peter Marrs of the Chemis¬ 
try Department, and Russ Smith 
of Printing & Duplicating. 


Info Centre 
changes name 
for students 

The one-stop centre for new¬ 
comers to campus will undergo 
a name change at the end of the 
month. The First Year Students 
Centre will become the New 
Student Information Centre. The 
name change was introduced to 
ensure that all students new to 
the campus—either from high 
school, from other universities 
or colleges or from a lay-off 
from studies—feel welcome at 
the Centre. 

The Centre, located in 
Counselling Services upstairs at 
University Centre, prides itself 
in finding answers to any 
question a new student might 
have about campus life. The 
Centre is open from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. daily. For further 
information call the Centre’s co¬ 
ordinator, Jan Price, at 721- 
8758. 
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Graduate Studies Silver Medal 


Highly original thesis examines female dramatic monodramas 


By Robie Liscomb 
Celeste Derksen, a graduate 
student in the Department of 
English with a life-long interest 
in theatre, is the winner of the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies 
Silver Medal for the best MA or 
MFA thesis project. The medal 
was awarded for the first time at 
this year’s Convocation. 
Derksen’s award-winning thesis 
is a study of plays by three 
contemporary Canadian women 
playwrights. 

After receiving her BA in 
English from SFU, Derksen 
worked as a freelance broad¬ 
caster for CBC Radio and as 
publicity co-ordinator for 
Vancouver’s Street Access 
Theatre. She also performed 
with amateur and semi-profes¬ 
sional theatre companies in 
Vancouver and White Rock, 
playing a variety of roles from a 
southern belle to Joan in David 
Mamet’s Sexual Perversity in 
Chicago. As well, her original 
radio drama, Evangeline Who 
Fears To Tread, reached the 
finals of the 1990 CBC Literary 
Competition. 

“My involvement in thea¬ 
tre—both as an actor and behind 
the scenes—is where much of 



my academic interests come 
from,” Derksen explains. “In 
Vancouver in the’80s, new 
theatre companies and festi¬ 
vals—including the Fringe and 
Women in View festivals—were 
starting up, and the kinds of 
characters portrayed on stage 
and the range of roles for 
women were expanding.” 

Around that time, Derksen 
developed a particular interest in 


Derksen 

the monodrama form, or one- 
person show. Later, after her first 
year in the English MA program 
at UVic, Derksen was offered 
accelerated entry into the PhD 
program but declined in order to 
use her MA paper as a vehicle to 
explore the use of monologue 
and the monodrama form. The 
result is her medal-winning 
thesis, which focuses on Wendy 
Fill’s The Occupation of 


Heather Rose, Joan MacLeod’s 
Jewel, and Judith Thompson’s 
The Crack-Walker. 

“It is an amazingly original 
topic,” says Derksen’s thesis 
supervisor, Dr. Misao Dean. “It 
really grew out of her personal 
interest and experience in 
theatre. Celeste learned a lot 
about writing an academic paper 
doing her thesis. She is an 
excellent researcher, an excellent 
writer, and I believe she’ll be an 
excellent teacher as well.” 

“My research was a form of 
activism,” says Derksen. 
“Getting these plays considered 
by the academic community was 
very important to me. They give 
voice to characters usually not 
presented in mainstream theatre. 
Jewel is a monodrama about a 
woman living alone in a trailer 
in northern B.C., The Occupa¬ 
tion of Heather Rose, also a 
monodrama, concerns a young 
nurse’s experiences on a north¬ 
ern Native reserve, and The 
Crack-Walker, in which mono¬ 
logues frame each act, deals 
with the urban underclass. 

“In each of these plays, the 
monologue form gives women 
the narrative space in which to 
create and enact themselves and 


provokes audience members to 
view these characters in new 
ways,” Derksen explains. “In a 
monodrama, the audience 
develops a different—more 
direct—relationship with a 
character than when watching 
several characters interact on 
stage. In general, audiences tend 
to view female characters as 
objects, but in a monodrama the 
immediacy of the relationship 
with the character subverts that 
dynamic. It also helps break 
down the isolation of the 
character.” 

Derksen is enrolled in the 
Department of English PhD 
program, where she will con¬ 
tinue to focus on the relatively 
neglected field of Canadian 
drama and pursue her commit¬ 
ment to investigating feminist 
issues. Beginning this fall, her 
work will be supported by a 
national scholarship from the 
Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada. 
She has also received several 
other scholarships and fellow¬ 
ships and was the winner of the 
1991/92 Mairi Riddel Essay 
prize for best essay by a gradu¬ 
ate student in the English 
department. 


Iwaasa 


Victoria Medal 

What I’m interested in is making music... 



By Showwei Chu 

For this year’s winner of the Victoria 
Medal for the highest graduating average 
in the Faculty of Fine Arts, Rachel Kiyo 
Iwaasa, playing piano has been her 
passion since she was four years old. 

Having won the Deutscher 
Akademischer Austausch Dienst award 
this year, Iwaasa, 23, is about to embark 
this September on a one-year study in 
performance and musicology with profes¬ 
sor Georg Sava in Berlin at the Academy 
of the Arts. In the meantime, she is 
completing a two-week course at the 
Banff Centre for the Arts in Banff, Alta. 


She will take intensive German 
courses in July and August to prepare for 
her one-year stay in Germany. Even 
though many people speak English in 
Berlin she says, “I need the German to 
find an apartment.” 

Iwaasa came to UVic from her home¬ 
town of Calgary in 1989 because she 
wanted to study with renowned musician 
Dr. Robin Wood. “He’s certainly been the 
major force behind my education,” she 
says of Wood whom she met when she 
was 16 while he was adjudicating a music 
festival in Calgary. 


Iwaasa 

Other major forces have been her 
parents. Her mother was influential 
and supportive throughout her piano 
years. “I’m glad I did not have stage 
parents. I wasn’t pushed into it to 
begin with.” Her father was “less 
influential” in her development as a 
pianist but definitely a driving force 
behind “my political and social 
development.” 

Iwaasa’s skills as a pianist are fully 
matched by her intellectual accom¬ 
plishments. She earned first class 
grades in every course she has taken 


at UVic and has remained politically 
active throughout her years at the 
University. 

Iwaasa was the president of the 
Music Students Association in 1992 and 
served as the student representative for 
the more than 200 music students on 
many committees. She also filled a 
student seat on the Senate in 1991. “I 
was trying to provide a stronger voice 
for students,” especially in the area of 
student funding, she says. 

Perfecting her technique has not 
always been easy. The constant piano 
practising has plagued her wrists with 
chronic tendinitis for many years even 
though she has tried all sorts of tempo¬ 
rary remedies. 

She says she tries not to think of the 
competition. “What I’m interested in is 
making music, not making a career... I 
try not to compare myself [to others] too 
much because they’re only a tiny 
fraction of what’s out there,” Iwaasa 
says. 

She has already acquired an impres¬ 
sive record as a performer. During her 
high school years at Western Canada 
High School and later at Mount Royal 
College in Calgary she received more 
than 25 awards. After coming to UVic 
she won further honours, including an 
Alumni Scholarship, the School of 
Music’s Concerto Competition, and the 
Madeline Till award in piano. 

She has a distinguished career as a 
pianist and a scholar ahead of her. 
“Ideally, I would like to be a concert 
pianist.” But Iwaasa says she realizes 
there are “far more pianists than any¬ 
thing else. You can’t get anywhere just 
by imitating the greats,” she says. 

“I’ll work my hardest and try to find 
any opening and see where I will end 
up.” 
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T he Canadian Society of Mechanical Engineering Medal 


Return to University was smooth 
sailing for engineering medalist 



By Patty Pitts 

Kerry Bath, this year’s winner of 
The Canadian Society of Me¬ 
chanical Engineering Medal, 
found his initial exposure to 
science distinctly under¬ 
whelming. 

“I took first-year sciences— 
chemistry, physics, calculus—in 
1976-77 but nothing really 
grabbed my attention,” he 
remembers. “Then that summer I 
became involved in sailing.” 

Boats definitely grabbed 
Bath’s attention. The native of 
Port Alberni, who also spent time 
in Campbell River and Sidney, 
learned how to sail them and 
how to build them. He also spent 
some time working in an Alberni 
sawmill. Then a familiar mile¬ 
stone prompted a lifestyle 
change. 

“I turned 30,” says Bath, “and 
1 decided that if I don’t do 
something now, I’ll never do it.” 

The son of an aircraft me¬ 
chanic, Bath wasn’t interested in 
studying electrical engineering, 
but when the Faculty expanded 
to include mechanical engineer¬ 
ing in 1987 his interest in 
University studies was renewed. 
In 1988, he returned to UVic. 

Bath sold the 30-foot 
fibreglass sailboat he had lived 
on for four years to help finance 
his return to classes. His previous 


credits didn’t apply towards a 
mechanical engineering degree, 
so Bath enrolled again in first- 
year courses. 

“I found the first term 
difficult, but after the second 
year I’d learned to study, the 
courses became more interest¬ 
ing, and it became easier,” says 
Bath. “The campus was the 
same. I still saw a few of the 
professors I’d had when I was a 
student in 1976.” 

By combining co-op work 


terms and scholarships, Bath was 
able to finance his 
education and a 
growing family (he 
and his wife have a 
son, three, and a 
daughter, two) without 
assistance from student 
loans. He’s also found 
himself a job that will 
keep him close to the 
water. 

While looking at 
property on Pender 
Island, Bath learned of 
a small engineering 
firm that operated on 
the island. He was 
subsequently offered a 
position with the 
company. 

“It designs and 
manufactures automated case 
packers and does most of its 
business with American compa¬ 
nies,” says a delighted Bath. “It’s 
really quite a tiny shop owned by 
a man who really wants to live on 
the island. He used to commute 
daily from Pender Island to 
Richmond.” 

Bath will face a much less onerous 
trip when he begins his job. The 
company’s owner has already found a 
house on Pender Island for Bath and 
his family to rent. It’s within walking 
distance of work. 


Nursing students aid View Royal survey 



Rusen 


Law Society Gold Medalist 

Potential clown wants to 
give power to the patients 


By Donna Danylchuk 
Their preparation for working 
within the community was given 
a real-life foundation when 22 
UVic nursing students conducted 
a survey to discover what vision 
of life the seniors of View Royal 
have for their municipality in the 
future. 

An air of celebration filled the 
All Saints Parish Hall in View 
Royal on the evening of March 
29. The students, their professor 
Dr. Howard Brunt, and municipal 
counsellors and representatives 
from the Capital Regional 
District were meeting to hear 
results of the survey conducted 
from January through March of 
this year. 

Brunt had already made plans 
for the research course he was 
scheduled to teach, beginning in 
January, when Arlene Galloway 
of the Capital Regional District 
approached him to discuss ways 
and means of surveying seniors 
living in View Royal. Galloway 
was serving on a task force set 
up by the View Royal municipal¬ 
ity to plan the seniors survey. 

The purpose of the proposed 
survey was to understand what 
seniors living in View Royal 
think about the community 
services now available to them, 
and to gather information about 
what services they would like 
developed in future. The idea 
was to come up with a real 
community plan, says Brunt. “It 
falls into the notion of commu¬ 
nity action, community re¬ 
search.” 

The informal discussion with 
Galloway in December caused 
Brunt to completely revamp the 


plans for the course in research 
techniques he had coming up the 
following month. The opportu¬ 
nity to engage his entire class in 
a “massive research apprentice¬ 
ship” was too good to resist. 

He redesigned the course so 
that the entire survey could be 
conducted and the research 
results evaluated and published 
within the three-month course 
period. Under the guidance of 
Brunt and Galloway each nursing 
student conducted extensive 
telephone interviews —approxi¬ 
mately one half-hour in length— 
with randomly selected seniors 
who were at least 65 years of age 
and who lived in the municipal¬ 
ity. Occasionally, if respondents’ 
health considerations required, 
students conducted the inter¬ 
views in their homes. 

“The seniors themselves 
seemed to get excited about 
being involved in the commu¬ 
nity,” says Brunt. It was a very 
empowering sort of process. And 
the telephone survey was a great 
experience for the students...We 
used the class time to participate 
and plan. So the students weren’t 
worker bees. They participated 
fully in planning and presenting 
the results.” 

Conducting the survey was 
“one of the most powerful 
educational experiences I’ve ever 
had,” says Brunt. “We were able 
to conduct the study and meet the 
deadlines. Everyone was ex¬ 
hausted at the end! I’ve never 
done such research in such an 
intense time period.” 

Reports on the survey 


findings presented at the March 
29 meeting indicated that seniors 
in View Royal are satisfied with 
their community overall and do 
not want extensive development 
to change the rural flavour of 
their surroundings. Nor do they 
want taxes to increase, but many 
do desire certain improvements 
and amenities such as a post 
office and bank. 

At the meeting the students 
who conducted the survey were 
applauded by the audience as 
they were told by a citizen of 
View Royal to “take a bow” on 
their pleasant and competent 
handling of the interviews. 

Brunt sees the entire experi¬ 
ence as a coup for all involved. 
“It was a real town and gown 
experience. In the School of 
Nursing we’re very interested in 
conducting research that has 
meaning for people’s lives. We 
have a strong conviction that our 
research should help make a 
positive difference for people. 
This project fit well with our 
mandate. We have the expertise 
to do this.” 

Conducting the survey for the 
young municipality resulted in a 
complete educational experience, 
adds Brunt, one which combined 
“the three pillars of a University: 
teaching; completing and 
publishing research; and commu¬ 
nity service.” 

The seniors task force in View 
Royal is now conducting commu¬ 
nity forums in community locales, 
discussing the survey findings and 
looking for more feedback. 


By Patty Pitts 

She may be the winner of this year’s Law Society Gold Medal, but 
Marli Rusen confesses to a secret longing completely at odds to 
the image cultivated by members of the legal community. 

“I’d like to be a volunteer clown,” says the Faculty of Law’s top 
graduating student, who admits to once wearing a collection of 
animal noses. “I fully intend to take a clowning course.” 

Rusen discovered the therapeutic merits of clowning when she 
was a volunteer at Children’s Hospital in Winnipeg while she was 
studying for her BA in psychology and sociology at the University 
of Winnipeg. Her comic turns inwards of terminally and chroni¬ 
cally ill children helped distract youngsters when receiving their 
treatment. 

“Sometimes the kids would only speak to my puppet. They 
wouldn’t speak to the medical staff,” Rusen remembers, who 
empathized with her young audience. “I hated the way some 
doctors treated the children and their parents. They wouldn’t even 
talk to the child. That’s when I decided to do something to give a 
voice back to the patient.” 

Her indignation led her to UVic’s law school, whose co¬ 
operative program and small classes appealed to her. Rusen said 
she did not initially set out to be a lawyer, but admits that it does 
seem to be a family tradition. Her grandfather was a lawyer and 
her father is a lawyer and a part-time provincial court judge. 

“I used to go to traffic court with him at night,” Rusen recalls. 
Her mother is a nurse. 

During her three years at UVic, Rusen singles out a medical 
ethics course taught by Prof. Eike-Henner Kluge (Philosophy) as 
being very influential. She also completed a paper, under the 
supervision of Prof. John McLaren, investigating how the law, 
through legislation, empowers the medical profession. 

“I want patients to know more about the law,” she stresses. 
“People should be informed about medical procedures that they’re 
considering. They should know if alternative health care is avail¬ 
able.” 

Rusen is spending her summer as a research assistant for two of 
her former professors—comparing police disciplinary procedures 
in Saskatchewan and Alberta for the inquiry into policing in B.C. 
for Prof. Gerry Ferguson and studying the legal history of the 
Doukhobors for McLaren. She’ll then accept an eight-month 
clerkship with the B.C. Supreme Court in Victoria before articling. 

“I’d like to go to grad school, but not necessarily in law,” says 
the 24-year-old Rusen. “I love law and teaching, but I really miss 
doing child play therapy. Maybe I can do both.” 
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Governor General's Gold Medal 


Physicist contributes to study 

CERN in Geneva 


of quarks at 

By Robie Liscomb 
This year’s Governor General’s 
Gold Medal for best thesis in a 
master’s or doctoral program 
goes to Physics and Astronomy 
grad Paul Schenk for a PhD 
project that contributed signifi¬ 
cantly to the success of a particle 
physics experiment in Geneva, 
Switzerland, at CERN—the 
world’s premier laboratory in 
high energy physics. 

Schenk performed his PhD 
research at the OPAL experiment 
at CERN. OPAL is an interna¬ 
tional collaboration of about 300 
physicists who are conducting 
detailed tests of the standard 
model of particle physics. The 
OPAL team studies the decay of 
particles called Z-bosons, which 
are produced in collisions of 
electrons and positrons in 
CERN’s 27-kilometre LEP 
accelerator. Schenk’s thesis topic 
entailed the measurement of the 


asymmetric decay of b-quarks, 
which are produced during the 
decay of Z-bosons. 

Working with a small team of 
physicists from Western Canada, 
Schenk designed and set up a 
system of computers that recon¬ 
structs and analyzes data from 
the experiment within about 30 
minutes of their collection in the 
OPAL detector. The facility 
makes the essential quality 
control of the physics particu¬ 
larly easy. 

“In terms of maintaining the 
quality of data from the experi¬ 
ment, this system is absolutely 
vital,” says Schenk’s dissertation 
adviser, Dr. Alan Astbury. “The 
sensitivity in various parts of the 
detector may change, and 
because this system gives us a 
quick look at the physics that is 
happening, we can catch such 
changes.” 


Schenk wrote a large part of 
the system software involved and 
only now—after three years—is 
it being updated. 

“This was Paul’s day-to-day 
contribution to the effort,” says 
Astbury. “His physics contribu¬ 
tion was devising the algorithm 
used to identify electrons in the 
detector. This provided a very 
sensitive check of the standard 
model of particle physics.” 

Astbury describes Schenk as 
“a very impressive physicist, in 
the top one to two per cent of 
graduate students I’ve seen.” 

Schenk’s research ability 
attracted considerable attention 
within the international group of 
physicists, and he received 
several offers of post doctoral 
positions. He finally elected to 
remain in Geneva working at 
CERN with a group from the 
University of California at 
Riverside. 


Lafayette String Quartet 
featured in Quartet Fest West 

Student music string quartets from across the continent will be 
given a chance to study under two of Canada’s top professional 
string quartets during a two-week seminar this summer at UVic. 

The Lafayette String Quartet, UVic artists-in-residence, are 
joining forces with the Penderecki String Quartet, artists-in- 
residence at Wilfrid Laurier University, to host Quartet Fest West 
June 20 to July 3, 1993. The event includes a five-concert series 
for the public with performances held in the Phillip T. Young 
Recital Hall in the MacLaurin Building beginning at 8 p.m. 

The first concert will feature works by Felix and Fanny 
Mendelssohn, performed by the Lafayette String Quartet on June 
25. On June 29, the Penderecki String Quartet will perform 
works by Schubert, Beethoven, and a west coast premiere of the 
John Estacio Octet, written for the Lafayette and Penderecki 
String Quartets. Concerts on June 30 and July 1 will showcase 
Quartet Fest West seminar participants. 

A highlight of the festival will be a gala concert on July 2, 
with members of the two hosting quartets joining forces to 
perform Brahms’ B flat Sextet, the Mendelssohn Octet, and the 
world premiere of a Fanfare for String Octet composed for the 
festival by Murray Adaskin. 

Ticket prices are $15 for adults, $10 for students and seniors 
for the June 25 and 29 concerts, $5 for the June 30 and July 1 
programs. Tickets for the July 2 gala concert are $20 for adults 
and $15 for seniors and students. The subscription series, includ¬ 
ing the gala concert, are $45 for adults, $35 for students and 
seniors. 

For more information and to request tickets, please call the 
School of Music office at local 7903. 


William R. McIntyre Award 

She took knowledge of eating disorders to community 



Assheton-Smith 


By Donna Danylchuk 
Lori Assheton-Smith, winner of 
this year’s William R. McIntyre 
Award, is on a busy schedule. 

She graduated from UVic Law 
School May 29, married fellow 
law graduate Patrick Smith in 
Banff on June 5 (“I’m dropping 
my Smith and picking up his.”), 
is moving to Toronto for a 
month’s orientation to the 
Ontario Bar, and will move with 
her husband to Ottawa in the fall. 

In the nation’s capital 
Assheton-Smith will take up a 
Supreme Court clerkship she has 
been offered with Madam Justice 
Beverly McLachlin. Her husband 
will do his articles with an 
Ottawa law firm. 

A brighter future could hardly 
be pictured for a couple entering 
careers in the legal profession. 
Even before their job opportuni¬ 
ties were confirmed Lori and 
Patrick had decided that Ottawa 
was the town where they each 
would like to pursue their 


careers—hers in administrative 
law and his in the area of 
intellectual property. 

Assheton-Smith received the 
McIntyre Award partly for her 
academic achievements in Law 
School, and partly in recognition 
that she has made a difference in 
the Victoria community since her 
arrival. In her three years in 
Victoria Assheton-Smith has 
helped to found and incorporate 
the B.C. Eating Disorders 
Association and has served as its 
first president. 

The 26-year-old recipient of 
the McIntyre Award grew up in 
Edmonton and held bachelor of 
arts and master’s in public 
adminstration degrees from 
Queen’s University when she 
came to UVic three years ago. She 
brought with her to Victoria an 
interest in government law, a love 
of the mountains and oceans, and 
personal knowledge of eating 
disorders. 


“I suffered from both anorexia 
and bulimia through high school 
and undergrad. I finally sought 
help in my fourth year of univer¬ 
sity. It was a hard thing to admit 
that I couldn’t get over it on my 
own,” she acknowledges. 

Once she was successfully in 
recovery, Assheton-Smith decided 
she wanted to help younger 
women who were suffering. She 
decided this meant going public 
in order to reach others and help 
break down the stigma still 
attached to the disorders. 

She hadn’t been at UVic very 
g long before agreeing to be 
§ interviewed by a Times-Colonist 
I reporter. “It was scary, but 
0 necessary if I was to reach other 
| people. I sobbed when I saw the 
O article. I was worried about the 
| reaction at Law School, but when 
q I came in on Monday morning 
there was a note from the Dean 
[Maureen Maloney]. She was so 
encouraging and has been very 
supportive of my efforts. ” 

Assheton-Smith didn’t look 
back. Working with people 
associated with eating disorders 
in Victoria became a “major, 
major part of my life.” The 
association she helped to form 
has 13 people on the board of 
directors and a paid membership 
of around 50 people including 
doctors, nurses, parents, interested 
citizens, people who have recov¬ 
ered and people still struggling 
with recovery. There is also a 
parent support group for those 
trying to understand and help their 
children. 

“In the eating disorder 
community we’re like converted 
smokers. We do want to get the 
message out...I think we’ve done 
some good work. We emphasize 
the positive, rather than use scare 
tactics,” she says. 

With association members 
Robyn Lee and Dr. Jim 
Kirkpatrick, Assheton-Smith was 


a panel member interviewed for 
the video Becoming Barbie 
which was first aired on Channel 
11 in December 1992. The 45- 
minute video, edited and pro¬ 
duced by Danielle Olson, presents 
material from Naomi Wolf’s book, 
The Beauty Myth — highly 
recommended by Assheton-Smith 
for those concerned about eating 
disorders and body image. 

Wherever there are highly- 
driven women seeking perfection 
and success there will be eating 
disorders. Therefore they are 
present on college campuses 
including UVic. Bulimia is more 
prevalent among college students 
whereas younger adolescent 
females tend to suffer more from 
anorexia, she notes. 

The disorders have been 
around for over 100 years and 
are not unheard of among males. 
This is becoming more of a 
problem with men in sports who 
have to pay attention to body 
image and weight, she says. 

“It’s no wonder there are so 
many eating disorders. Both men 
and women are increasingly 
being confronted with unrealistic 
images in the media, ” she states. 
Assheton-Smith recalls how 
upset and angry she was when 
she read, in The Beauty Myth , 
that photo machines actually 
distort the bodies of models in 
advertising to make them appear 
slimmer and longer than hu¬ 
manly natural. 

“Most people know someone 
who is affected by eating disor¬ 
ders. Very rarely do I meet anyone 
who doesn’t know anything about 
it,” she says. “Some people do get 
out on their own. But, once it 
becomes chronic it becomes 
difficult to treat. As a result, 
prevention and education are 
crucial.” 

Assheton-Smith has visited 
many high schools in the Victo¬ 


ria area where she speaks to 
students. “It’s been a really 
rewarding part of my experience 
in Victoria. At high schools they 
are still surprised to find some¬ 
one talking about eating disor¬ 
ders in public.” 

The association has just 
completed a high school outreach 
program to try to assess the extent 
of the problem in this area. 
Assheton-Smith says in 1992 five 
women died on Vancouver Island 
from eating disorder-related 
illnesses. St. Paul’s Hospital in 
Vancouver has the only adult 
eating-disorder program in the 
province. There are up to 300 
cases awaiting hospital treatment 
and a two-year waiting period to 
get into the program. 

“Still, I’m living proof you can 
get through this,” she states. 

The winner of the McIntyre 
Award was “stunned, over¬ 
whelmed, really grateful, really 
happy,” when she received news 
she had been selected. 

“I loved it,” she says of her 
UVic experience. “It’s been 
Breally wonderful for me. It’s a 
comfortable and relaxed environ¬ 
ment, not stuffy, and very open 
to debate. There is a very 
supportive, open relationship 
between faculty and students.” 

Once things settle down for 
Lori and Patrick in Ottawa 
(“Ottawa is perfect for us— 
except for the weather,” she 
laughs.) Assheton-Smith plans to 
resume her community work. “I 
especially love going to the high 
schools, and talking to students 
one on one.” 

In Victoria the work of the first 
president of the B.C. Eating 
Disorders Association will 
continue— Assheton-Smith’s 
legacy is located in a small office 
in Fairfield Health Centre at 
telephone 383-2755. 
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Canadian Society of Electrical 


Engineering Medal 
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Engineering medalist 
dispels stereotypes 


By Showwei Chu 
Engineering runs in Sheelo 
McGuire’s family. During 
Convocation last week she 
became the second electrical 
engineer from her family to 
graduate from UVic since her 
older sister, Colleen, graduated 
in 1991. Her younger brother, 
Michael, is in third-year engi¬ 
neering in the Department of 
Computer and Electrical Engi¬ 
neering—the same program 
McGuire took. 

“I was always good at math in 
high school,” McGuire says. But 
she chose engineering because 
she didn’t see a future in math. 
Her mother was also inspira¬ 
tional. “I saw her struggle from 
her generation,” she explains. 

Her mother was discouraged by 
her family from taking math 
courses. It wasn’t until she 
married that she decided to get 
her BSc in math by correspond¬ 
ence from the University of 
Waterloo. 

Of the 44 students graduating 
from Computer and Electrical 
Engineering this spring, 

McGuire, 23, is one of two 
females graduating. “It’s almost 
a personal challenge, especially 
when you’re female,” she says. 

Bom in Calgary, McGuire 
moved with her family to 
Abbotsford, B.C., when she was 
eight years old. She chose to 
study engineering at UVic in 
1988 because of its co-op 
program. 

During her five years at UVic, 
her work terms have taken her 
back to Calgary and to other 
cities across Canada including 
Ottawa, where she worked for 
Bell Northern Research as a 
programmer. “I found it chal¬ 


lenging at times, but you have to 
learn to ask people for help,” she 
says. 

While in Calgary she worked 
for the consulting firm Gellmah, 
Hayward and Partners Ltd., 
where she helped develop a 
computer system for Westronics. 
She loved the city so much that 
she has chosen the University of 
Calgary to do her graduate work. 

On her fourth work term 
McGuire decided to remain in 
Victoria and volunteer for a day 
care clinic. “I felt as though I 
was getting so technical,” she 
says. Part of the reason she 
decided to volunteer was the fear 
of losing her social skills. For 
one day each week she helped 
elderly people at the Cubbon 
Adult Day Care Centre in 
Victoria, play games and do 
exercise to help relieve family 
members. 

In her spare time McGuire 
enjoys drawing and painting. 
People frequently stereotype 
engineers as being illiterate, she 
says. “I read all the time.” Her 
current favourite authors include 
Tolstoy, W.O. Mitchell and 
Margaret Laurence. 

Since March she has been the 
Canadian representative for the 
Institute of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineers. In this 
position she was responsible for 
organizing activities for engi¬ 
neering students in Canada and 
has gone to Houston, Texas, and 
St. John’s, Nfld., for conferences. 

In the fall, McGuire will 
return to Calgary to pursue her 
graduate work with telecommu¬ 
nications research at the Univer¬ 
sity of Calgary, specializing in 
communications in engineering. 


VIKES DEVELOPMENT CAMP ’93 

The Vikes Development Camps are back for 1993. 

This year, basketball, socot, volleyball, rowing, ice hockey and field hockey will be featured. Head 
coaches of the Vikes teams will again be in charge of all aspects of the camp. Emphasis of camps 
will be on ENJOYMENT and PARTICIPATION with sessions concerning all fundamentals of the 
various sports. Instruction will be geared to the individual with small player/coach ratios. Campers 
will receive a camp shirt, camp photo and in Soccer, a camp ball! 


The dates are 


BASKETBALL 

Girls (Ages 12-17), June 28-July 2 

Co-Ed (Ages 8-12), July 5-9 

Boys (Ages 12-17), July 25-30 & August 1-6 

SOCCER 

Co-Ed (Ages 5-8) (1/2 day), July 12-16 
Co-Ed (Ages 8-12), July 12-16 
Co-Ed (Ages 12-17), August 8-13 
Co-Ed (Ages 10-16), August 16-21 
Co-Ed (Ages 5-8) (1/2 day), August 16-20 


VOLLEYBALL 

Co-Ed (Ages 12-18), July 11-16 & August 16-20 
ROWING 

Co-Ed (Ages 12-18), July 11-16 & July 19-23 
FIELD HOCKEY 

Co-Ed (Ages 8-12) (1/2 day), July 26-30 
Co-Ed (Ages 12-18), August 2-6 

ICE HOCKEY 

Co-Ed (Ages 6-15), August 9-13 & August 16-20 


For a Camp Brochure please contact Bruce Wilson at 
721-8417 or 721-8406. 


Jumlee Medal 

Student writer aims for 
publication of first novel 



Leach 

Showwei Chu photo 


By Showwei Chu 
After immersing himself in 
eight-hour shifts, six days a 
week, the winner of this year’s 
Jubilee Medal for outstanding 
student in the Faculty of Arts and 
Science, David Leach, has 
emerged with the first draft of his 
120-page novel called Strings. 

Set in Ottawa, the story delves 
into the lives of street musicians 
and the underground night-life 
that many don’t associate with 
the nation’s capital. Leach, who 
has been working on Strings 
since last Christmas, says he got 
the idea from a short story he had 
written for a creative writing 
course. 

But he says “short stories 
weren’t what I wanted to do.” He 
was more interested in working 
on a novella—something that 
would occupy him for at least 


two to four years. 

So far, only close friends and 
several UVic professors have 
read his first draft. Professor 
William Valgardson—who has 
taught Leach in several writing 
workshops—says he has an eye 
for details, is a close observer 
and intelligent interpreter of the 
world and is very hard working. 
“What sets him apart is that he’s 
the only student who has had a 
story written and published in 
(his) first year. 

“He is a writer,” Valgardson 
says. 

Leach’s short story Running 
at Gunfire was published by 
Quarry in 1991. It involves a 
Jewish physics professor who 
must deal with his wife’s death 
and his relationship with a 
Cambodian student. “It’s about 


the struggle to make a human 
connection against social 
pressures,” Leach says. 

He didn’t begin his academic 
career in the arts. Leach origi¬ 
nally studied science at Carleton 
University in his Ottawa home¬ 
town, but after taking one year 
off from school to travel in Israel 
and Egypt, he decided to switch 
majors and study creative writing 
at UVic. “I liked the sciences, but 
English and creative writing are 
my first love.” After switching 
majors again, he graduated with 
a BA in English in May. 

Even though his father, an 
aeronautical engineer at the 
National Research Council in 
Ottawa, and mother, an elemen¬ 
tary school teacher, were appre¬ 
hensive in the beginning about 
his decision to study creative 
writing, “they were always very 
supportive,” he says. 

Leach associates his pleasure 
for writing with the pleasures of 
reading, a pastime he revelled in 
during his youth. He admires 
writers John Updike for his 
precise style, Thomas Pynchon 
for his “crazy environments,” 
Margaret Atwood for her “com¬ 
bination of social conscience and 
humour,” and Julian Barnes for 
the “innovative structures in his 
novels.” 

His next goal—besides trying 
to get his novel published—will 
take him to Queen’s University, 
where Leach will begin his 
master’s degree in English 
literature, focusing on British 
Modernist novels. He hopes to 
return to Victoria, where many of 
his close friends reside. Because 
he has enjoyed tutoring students 
in physics, chemistry and 
English composition in the past, 
he wants to make teaching 
English a part of his writing 
career. 


















the Ring, June 11,1993—7 


Excellence in Teaching Awards 

McDavid and Noro offer 
insights into the art of teaching 

by Robie Liscomb and Andrea Scott 



•1 

Bannister 
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CGCA Master's Thesis Award 

Thesis on effects of 
alcoholic marriages 
upon wives wins 
national recognition 


The winners of this year’s UVic 
Alumni Association Awards for 
Excellence in Teaching are Dr. 

Jim McDavid (Public Adminis¬ 
tration and Dean of the Faculty 
of Human and Social Develop¬ 
ment) and Dr. Hiroko Noro 
(Pacific and Asian Studies). They 
were selected from among a pool 
of 16 nominees by a committee 
chaired by Dr. Sam Scully, Vice- 
President Academic and Provost, 
and composed of three faculty 
members, three alumni, and three 
students. 

McDavid, like most university 
faculty, was never taught how to 
teach. He had to establish his 
teaching methods the hard way— 
by trial and error. 

He recalls his first teaching 
experience at Pennsylvania State 
University. 

“I got up in front of 35 to 40 
students, thinking that I’d 
prepared for a three-hour lecture 
and I was done in one hour and a 
quarter,” he says, “Back then, I 
had no idea what was involved in 
teaching. My first year was very, 
very difficult.” 

By recalling and adopting the 
teaching methods of his best 
professors at the University of 
Alberta, McDavid was able to 
establish his own style of 
teaching. 

“They were extremely well 
prepared, and there was no 
question that they were comfort¬ 
able with the material they were 
teaching,” he says. “They also 
knew when to stop lecturing and 
when to start interacting with the 
students. They were enthusiastic 
and conveyed their excitement to 
the students.” 

McDavid says that once he 
was comfortable with these 
methods, he began to focus on 
having fun in the classroom 
while emphasizing the value of 
hard work. 

“I wanted to be fair to my 
students by being accessible out 
of class and by being non- 
judgemental,” McDavid says, 
“But there was a bottom line— 
they had to work hard.” 

One of McDavid’s students 
confirms this belief, saying that 
“Dr. McDavid expects a great 
deal from his students, but he is 
willing to provide all the support 
necessary to help them.” 

McDavid came to UVic in 
1980 and began teaching as a 
faculty member in the School of 
Public Administration. He has 
been teaching on campus in the 
master’s program and off campus 
to distance education under¬ 
graduates. 

McDavid says that the 
distance education students were 
usually “mid-career and prima¬ 
rily interested in upgrading.” 
That, he says, reinforced the 
importance of teaching material 
that would help students in the 
work place. 

“Students are now more 
concerned about finding jobs 
when they’re done their degrees, 


and they increasingly demand 
from faculty members that what 
they learn be worthwhile to 
them,” he says. 

“In a professional faculty, you 
have to have teachers that are 
prepared to pass on practical 
knowledge,” McDavid says, 

“And I feel proud that my 
students go away prepared for 
work.” 

For McDavid, who still keeps 
in touch with some of his first 
students at Penn State, this 
award confirms that his high 
standards and strong support for 
his students have been effective. 

“For me, the award is person¬ 
ally an affirmation of my own 
values and the things that I 
intend to convey,” McDavid 
says, “and it’s pleasing to know 
that that’s how I’m being 
perceived.” 

Noro is the first language 
teacher to receive the Excellence 
in Teaching Award. 

“I liked teaching even when I 
was a child,” she says. “When I 
was in first grade, the teacher 
asked me to teach subtraction to 
one of my friends after school. I 
really got a kick out of it,” she 
recalls. 

She still does, and it’s 
obvious from the materials 
supporting her nomination for 
the award that students in her 
Japanese language and linguis¬ 
tics classes get a kick out of her 
teaching too. 

“It’s not much of an exag¬ 
geration to say that Hiroko Noro 
is to language teaching what 
Wayne Gretzky is to hockey,” 
says Dr. Morgan Young, Chair of 
Pacific and Asian Studies. “In 
either case, the person seems to 
have been custom built for the 
task. As a language teacher 
myself, I have found observing 
Hiroko’s teaching to be both 
inspiring and humbling at the 
same time. Her students, 
whether male or female, talented 
or not-so-talented, consistently 
give her rave reviews.” 

According to one of her 
student nominators, “She is a 
teacher who motivates her 
students to excellence not 
through threat and penalty but 
through the creation of a per¬ 
sonal bond; success becomes a 
mutual effort and a mutual 
reward.” 

Other students praise her 
enthusiasm and her knack for 
instilling it in her students, her 
patience and sensitivity, her high 
degree of organization, and her 
constant praise and encourage¬ 
ment. 

After earning her BA and MA 
in linguistics from Aoyama 
Gakuin University in Tokyo, 
Noro came to Canada and got 
her PhD in education from the 
University of Toronto in 1987. 
That year she came to teach at 
UVic. 

She is generally eclectic in 
her approach to teaching meth¬ 


ods. “I don’t think there is any 
one right way to teach—any one 
method. I’ll use any method 
available as long as it works,” 
she says. 

But she does value group 
learning in particular. “It’s the 
instructor’s role to set a comfort¬ 
able, easy going atmosphere— 
one that’s not competitive and 
allows students to help each 
other. I encourage students to 
form groups and do group 
projects even in my Japanese 
linguistics classes. I often find 
that the students’ presentations 
are the best part of a course. 

“My most challenging 
teaching experience was teaching 
high school students in Ontario,” 
says Noro. “I had a group of 30 
rowdy students who were at 
three distinct levels of Japanese 
language learning, and they 
didn’t want to study. I really had 
to try hard to motivate them. 

What worked was having them 
do group projects, role playing, 
and skits in Japanese.” 

“I believe in pushing my 
students to their limit,” she 
explains, “but often they don’t 
notice it. At the first meeting of 
my language courses, I announce 
that we are going to disprove the 
myth that Japanese is a difficult 
language to learn,” says Noro. 

But with its unfamiliar writing 
system and different levels of 
speech depending on whom one 
is addressing, Japanese can be a 
daunting subject for Canadian 
students. 

It helps to progress one step at 
a time, learning piece by piece, 
says Noro. “I believe in a 
balanced development of 
speaking, listening, reading, 
writing, and grammar,” she 
explains. Her students launch 
right into reading and writing 
Japanese characters at the same 
time as they are learning to 
speak. “The beginning Japanese 
text we use contains no 
English, and we only rely on 
romanization for the first week. I 
use aerobics as a metaphor for 
learning. It’s like exercise—you 
have to use everything—your 
mouth, your ears, and your 
brain—regularly or you lose 
what you’ve gained. 

“My greatest pleasure in 
teaching is to see students make 
progress,” she says. “What I 
enjoy most is to see students with 
no background—starting from 
zero—reach a level where 
they’re really starting to commu¬ 
nicate.” 

Previous recipients of the 
Alumni Excellence in Teaching 
Award are Dr. Elizabeth 
Tumasonis (History in Art), Dr. 
Howie Wenger (Physical Educa¬ 
tion), Prof. Pat Martin Bates 
(Visual Arts), Dr. Thomas Cleary 
(English), Dr. Wu-Sheng Lu 
(Electrical and Computer 
Engineering) and Dr. Anthony 
Jenkins (English). 


by Andrea Scott 

Elizabeth Banister, a grad student 
in Psychological Foundations 
and an intern at University 
Counselling Services, has won 
the Canadian Guidance and 
Counselling Association’s 
(CGCA) Biennial Master’s 
Thesis Award. 

“I’m really excited about the 
award, and it’s given me a new 
spark of energy to do further 
research and tackle my disserta¬ 
tion,” Banister says. 

She began her thesis, titled 
“You’re always in a dream: an 
ethnographic study of womens’ 
experiences of marriage to 
alcoholic husbands,” after 
completing a practicum at a drug 
and alcohol centre. There, she 
found that the term “co-depend¬ 
ency” was overused and often 
used incorrectly, labelling clients 
as being in disease-centred 
relationships. 

Banister decided to challenge 
the meaning of this term and 
examine individuals’ experiences 
in alcohol-centred marriages. 

She conducted ethnographic 
interviews on women in mid-life 
who are married to alcoholics, 
basing her methodologies on 
those of James Spradley from his 
book The Ethnographic Inter¬ 
view. 

“Ethnography helps us look at 
tacit knowledge,” Banister says. 
“By looking at myths that we 
live by, we are able to examine 
socialization processes of our 
experience and look at the 
historical and cultural picture. I 
took their experience in a cycle 
of dependency and gained a 
broader perspective as to what 
it’s like to be a woman whose 
formative years were during the 
1950s and who is now in an 
alcohol-centred relationship.” 

Some themes that emerged 
from her data analysis were that 
these wives were “constantly on 
guard and living in a state of 


fear, were experiencing a loss of 
self, and were in a push-and-pull 
struggle for autonomy.” She 
recognized that these women 
face social barriers that make it 
difficult for them to change. 

In her thesis, Banister made 
suggestions to counsellors to 
“respect women’s difficulty to 
change, recognize the fear that 
these women are experiencing, 
and use ethnographic questioning 
to make clients more aware of 
their larger cultural picture.” 

“This type of questioning can 
help counsellors notice a client’s 
language use,” Banister says. 
“Exploring phrases and focusing 
on language gets to a deeper 
meaning and uncovers what a 
client is trying to say.” 

Banister credits her master’s 
supervisor, Dr. R. Vance Peavy, 
for his support. 

“He provided me with a solid 
foundation in qualitative research 
metholology and encouraged me 
throughout my research process,” 
she says. 

Banister completed her thesis, 
including her proposal, in 10 
months. She then submitted it to 
the CGCA Biennial Awards 
Committee in January, and it was 
selected as the most outstanding 
thesis submitted in the past two 
years. 

She received the award and 
gave a workshop related to her 
thesis in Saskatoon on May 28 at 
the CGCA annual convention. 

Banister is now in the doctor¬ 
ate program in education psy¬ 
chology, specializing in women 
at mid-life. The focus of her 
research will be on women’s 
self-definition relative to changes 
in their physical attractiveness. 

When she receives her PhD, 
Banister hopes to do “a little 
teaching, a little research, and 
have a clinical practice in 
psychology.” 
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CALENm - - 

All events are free unless otherwise indicated. Submission deadline for the next issue is June 18. 

A Athletics E Exhibitions F Films L Lectures M Music R Recreation 
T Theatre W Workshops & Conferences O Other 


Continuing 

E B.C. Young Artists. To June 20. 
Maltwood Gallery and Museum. 
Info 721-8298. 

E Photographs by Heath Moffat. To 
June 21. McPherson Library 
Gallery. Info 721-8298. 

O 12:30 p.m. Muslim Prayers. Every 
Friday. Interfaith Chapel. Info 721- 
8338. 

O 4:00 p.m. Islamic Teaching 
Series. Last Sunday of every 
month. Interfaith Chapel. Info 721- 
8338. 

O 5:00 p.m. By Bread Alone. Meal 
included. Every Monday. Interfaith 
Chapel. Info 721-8338. 

Friday, June 11 

F 7:15 p.m. Aladdin (USA, 1992) 
John Musker. $3.75-$5.75 at door. 
SUB Theatre. Info 721-8365. 

M 8:00 p.m. Saanich Youth Choir. 
$4 at door one hour before the 
event. University Centre Audito¬ 
rium. Info 721-6561. 

F 9:00 p.m. The Tune (USA) Bill 
Plympton. $3.75-$5.75 at door. 


SUB Theatre. Info 721-8365. 

Saturday, June 12 

F 7:15 p.m. Aladdin (USA, 1992) 
John Musker. $3.75-$5.75 at door. 
SUB Theatre. Info 721-8365. 

M 8:00 p.m. Benefit Concert 
featuring Maria Aster. $10-$15 at 
door one hour before the event. 
University Centre Auditorium. Info 
721-6561. 

F 9:00 p.m. The Tune (USA) Bill 
Plympton. $3.75-$5.75 at door. 
SUB Theatre. Info 721-8365. 

Sunday, June 13 

O 2:00 p.m. Kidco Concert. $8 at 
door one hour before the event or 
phone 384-7929. University Centre 
Auditorium. 

F 7:00 & 9:15 p.m. Star Wars (USA, 
1977) George Lucas. $3.75-$5.75 
at door. SUB Theatre. Info 721- 
8365. 

Monday, June 14 

F 7:15 & 9:15 p.m. Leolo (CAN, 
1992) Jean-Claude Lauzon. $3.75- 
$5.75 at door. SUB Theatre. Info 
721-8365. 


Tuesday, June 15 

F 7:30 p.m. Malcolm X (USA, 1992) 
Spike Lee. $3.75-$5.75 at door. 
SUB Theatre. Info 721-8365. 

O 8:00 p.m. Gaden Shartse Monks. 
$12-$15 at door one hour before 
the event. University Centre 
Auditorium. Info 721-6561. 

Wednesday, June 16 

F 7:15 & 9:15 p.m. The Last Days of 
Chez Nous (AUST, 1992) Gillian 
Armstrong. $3.75-$5.75 at door. 
SUB Theatre. Info 721-8365. 

Thursday, June 17 

F 7:15 & 9:15 p.m. The Last Days of 
Chez Nous (AUST, 1992) Gillian 
Armstrong. $3.75-$5.75 at door. 
SUB Theatre. Info 721-8365. 

Friday, June 18 

F 7:15 & 9:15 p.m. Strictly Ballroom 
(AUST, 1992) Baz Luhrmann. 
$3.75-$5.75 at door. SUB Theatre. 
Info 721-8365. 

Saturday, June 19 

F 7:15 & 9:15 p.m. Strictly Ballroom 


Scully awaits replies to 
suggested resolution of 
political science dispute 

Vice-President Academic and Provost Sam Scully 
is still awaiting feedback to a two-page memo he 
wrote to all regular faculty members of the Politi¬ 
cal Science Department. In this memo, Scully 
outlined his thoughts on the events of the past two 
months that have left the department polarized 
over accusations of sexual harassment and allega¬ 
tions that the department does not supply a sup¬ 
portive environment for female students and 
faculty. Scully also made some requests of the 
faculty members that he felt might ease the 
impasse. 

First Provost 
lecturers named 

The four inaugural presenters in the Provost’s UVic 
Faculty Lecture Series have been announced for the 
1993-94 academic year. They are: Dr. Chris Garrett 
(School of Earth and Ocean Sciences), Ann Elliott- 
Goldschmid, Pamela Highbaugh, Joanna Hood and 
Sharon Stanis of the Lafayette String Quartet 
(School of Music), Dr. Stephen Scobie (English) 
and Dr. Nancy Turner (Environmental Studies). 
Over 30 faculty members were nominated for the 
series which aims to introduce the rich, scholarly 
diversity that exists at the University to other 
faculties on campus and the entire Greater Victoria 
community. 

“The number, and especially the quality, of 
nominees were so impressive that we changed the 
parameters of the series,” says Dr. Janet Bavelas 
(Psychology), Chair of the Series Committee. “The 
original plan was to have one series, during the 
anniversary year, with monthly lectures or perform¬ 
ances. It is clear, however, that UVic talent justifies 
an annual series with fewer, and therefore more 
special, events.” 

The Committee hopes to schedule the first two 
events in September and October as part of UVic’s 
90/30 Anniversary celebrations. Two more will be 
scheduled in spring term, 1994. Exact dates, times 
and venues are still being discussed and will be 
posted throughout campus and the community and 
announced in The Ring when they are finalized. 


Dalai Lama to visit 

UVic’s Centre for Studies in Religion and Society 
and the Victoria branch of the Canada Tibet 
Committee are co-sponsoring a visit to Victoria by 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama. The spiritual and 
governmental leader of Tibet and Tibetans in exile 
will deliver a speech “Religion and the Environ¬ 
ment,” at Victoria’s Royal Theatre on June 27 at 
3:15 p.m. Tickets are $5 and were reported to be 
sold out at Ring deadline. 

The Dalai Lama was originally scheduled to 
deliver his speech earlier in the month in the 
University Centre auditorium, but his attendance at 
a United Nations human rights conference in mid- 
June in Vienna forced his itinerary to be changed. 
The Dalai Lama was the recipient of the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1989 and is recognized as a world 
leader who inspires people of all backgrounds and 
beliefs. 


Rock n’ Roll revival date set 

Dig out those skinny ties and peg leg pants, 
unearth the industrial strength hairspray and get 
ready to celebrate UVic’s 30th anniversary to the 
tunes that rocked the class of '63. The University’s 
faculty and staff are invited to reserve Oct. 16 on 
their calendars for the “Classic Rock ’n’ Roll 
Revival Dance” featuring Doc and the Do-Wops. 

The dance will be held in the Commons Block 
and will feature 1963 prices for food and refresh¬ 
ments. Prices at the no-host bar will be more 
reflective of the 90s but the mood of ’63 will 
pervade the rest of the evening. 

Tickets will be $10 each and will only be sold in 
advance. Watch The Ring for further details about 
ticket sale locations and more information about 
the coolest way to celebrate UVic’s birthday. 

Spend the summer listening to Little Stevie 
Wonder’s Fingertips Part 1 and anything by Martha 
and the Vandellas for further inspiration. 

■■ ft — 

Professor Sandra McCallum (Law) has been appointed 
Chair of the Board of Directors of the newly-created National 
Institute of Administrative Tribunals, established to provide 
basic training and professional development for administra¬ 
tive tribunal members appointed by provincial governments 
and the federal government. McCallum is recognized nation¬ 
ally as an expert in the field of training tribunal members and 
has written widely in various areas of administrative law. The 
Institute will be housed at the Faculty of Law (Common Law 
Section), University of Ottawa. 


(AUST, 1992) Baz Luhrmann. 
$3.75-$5.75 at door. SUB Theatre. 
Info 721-8365. 

Sunday, June 20 

O 2:00 & 7:00 p.m. Gina Sinclair 
Dance. $12 at Sinclair Academy of 
Dance. University Centre Audito¬ 
rium. Info 477-7444. 

F 7:00 & 9:15 p.m. Raiders of the 
Lost Ark (USA, 1981) Steven 
Spielberg. $3.75-$5.75 at door. 
SUB Theatre. Info 721-8365. 

Monday, June 21 

F 7:15 & 9:15 p.m. Delicatessen 
(FR, 1991) Jean-Pierre Jeunet. 
$3.75-$5.75 at door. SUB Theatre. 
Info 721-8365. 

Tuesday, June 22 

E The World of the Treeplanter 
(photographs). To July 12. 
McPherson Library Gallery. Info 
721-8298. 

F 7:10 & 9:20 p.m. Daughters of the 
Dust (USA, 1991) Julie Dash. 
$3.75-$5.75 at door. SUB Theatre. 
Info 721-8365. 


Wednesday, June 23 

F 7:00 & 9:35 p.m. Passion Fish 
(USA, 1992) John Sayles. $3.75- 
$5.75 at door. SUB Theatre. Info 
721-8365. 

Thursday, June 24 

F 7:00 & 9:35 p.m. Passion Fish. 
(USA, 1992) John Sayles. $3.75- 
$5.75 at door. SUB Theatre. Info 
721-8365. 

Friday, June 25 

F 6:50 & 9:45 p.m. Indochine (FR, 
1992) Regis Wargnier. $3.75-$5.75 
at door. SUB Theatre. Info 721- 
8365. 

M 8:00 p.m. Quartet Fest West. 
Lafayette String Quartet. Works by 
Felix and Fanny Mendelssohn. 

$10-$15 at School of Music. Phillip 
T. Young Recital Hall. Info 721- 
7903 (Music). 

Saturday, June 26 

F 6:50 & 9:45 p.m. Indochine (FR, 
1992) Regis Wargnier. $3.75-$5.75 
at door. SUB Theatre. Info 721- 
8365. 



Centre Hockey, Oil pastels, Arthur Clare, age 9 


Young artists exhibit at Maltwood 

The Maltwood Art Museum and Gallery in University Centre 
presents 79 works of art in the seventh British Columbia Young 
Artists Biennial Exhibition , co-ordinated by the Emily Carr 
College of Art and Design Outreach program. These works 
were selected from over 1,600 submissions by artists aged 18 
and under ,; throughout the province. Paintings, drawings, 
photographs and prints are included. The works were chosen by 
a seven-member selection committee representing elementary, 
secondary, university and alternate education, chaired by 
retired art educator Wyn Davies. The exhibition continues until 
June 20 at the gallery from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday 
and noon to 4p.m. Sunday. 


































